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Cancer patients ask for an explanation: How can the recommended standard therapy be considered not medically necessary?
Toronto, May 1, 2007 -  Cancer patients took their invoices to the provincial Legislature today to show MPPs what they have to pay for the recommended standard therapy in Ontario. This particular group is focused on colorectal cancer but their issue resonates with many citizens dealing with other types of cancer.

The cancer drugs in question have been recommended by the Disease Site Group at Cancer Care Ontario as standard therapy for the stage and type of cancer involved.  The drugs are provided as standard care to cancer patients in other provinces but not in Ontario.
· Roman Gawur, a 57 year old cancer patient from Toronto, said “We are here because essential, life-saving cancer drugs are deemed unnecessary by our own government and we want an explanation. Patient-pay is a violation of the Canada Health Act.”

· Joaquim Teotonio, a 63 year old resident of Mississauga East, paid $40,386 to receive the cancer drug that is standard therapy for his disease.  He called the patient-pay policy “morally wrong” and wants Minister Smitherman to reimburse him.

· Wendy Mundell, a 40 year old resident of Burlington asked why her life is not worth $18,000 to this government. “How does the Government of Ontario have the audacity to make choices that deny their citizens the recommended standard of care?”
· Toni Codispoti, whose husband Mario has struggled for years to get his cancer treatments, said  “Why does Ontario choose to act like a have-not province? Everywhere else in the country Mario would get this drug automatically because it is the right treatment for him.” 
Colorectal cancer patients can live for years with late-stage disease if the right treatments are offered.  An early death is avoidable.

Contact

Roman Gawur: home 416-233-3310, cell 416-436-4443; Toni Codispoti: home 905 848-8341, cell 416 822-5170; Joaquim Teotonio: home 905-896-3163, cell 416-996-3163 ; Wendy Mundell: home 905-481-0900, cell 905-977-1129; Colleen Savage, Cancer Advocacy Coalition, 416-538-3874, cell 416-708-6767.
About the CACC

The Cancer Advocacy Coalition of Canada is the country’s only full-time, registered, non-profit cancer group dedicated to citizen advocacy. The CACC is not a charity and operates on unrestricted grants from sponsors based on guidelines that ensure the organization's autonomy. For more information visit our website at www.canceradvocacy.ca. 
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