
T R I B U T ET R I B U T E

If you met her, you are not likely to forget Suzanne
Aucoin. Lively does not describe her, she was burst-
ing with ideas, plans, questions, strategies and news.
Bright, insightful and wired for problem solving, she
stayed alive against daunting odds when her colorec-
tal cancer returned. Quite a few Ontario policiticans,
reporters and the Ombudsman could tell you about
Suzanne’s determination. Like a teacher who refuses
to let a lazy student fail, or make excuses, or hide,
Suzanne kept after the provincial government to pro-
vide the treatments she needed. Wrap those qualities
inside an engaging, and compassionate personality
and you start to understand why Suzanne had such a
powerful impact.  

Cancer is intensely personal, ripping at the sense of
self, bruising human faith in a higher power, perforat-
ing all the envelopes we create to manage our lives.
Suzanne turned it all into pixie dust. She created a
website (helpsuzanne.com) and organized dozens of
fundraising events to pay for her cancer treatments in
the US. She became a friend and advocate for hun-
dreds of other cancer patients, trying to make their
journey less painful than hers. She talked to reporters
and looked into television cameras describing the
government decisions that put her life in jeopardy.

Suzanne challenged OHIP and filed a complaint
with the Ombudsman to initiate an investigation,
spoke at public functions and press conferences,
questioned Cancer Care Ontario’s proposal for private
pay and said, “It puts the responsibility on cancer
patients to pay for unfunded drugs. This is essentially
the situation I just went through with OHIP. It is
grossly unfair and unjust.” She demanded that her
government treat cancer patients as if they matter.

As a relatively young patient, maybe Suzanne had
more energy for the bureaucratic battles but maybe
all the rest of us just hoped that was true. The toll was
visible at times. Her huge army of friends and sup-
porters, not to mention a loving family who dropped
everything to help her, often dragged her away for
holidays, lunches, little trips and fun events.
A f t e rw a rd, Suzanne propelled herself back into
advocacy, knowing time was short and many others
were too sick to fight for themselves. There was so
much she wanted to do about accessibility and
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y, transpare n c y, efficient decision-
making and appeals processes.

Suzanne’s personal motto was to LIVE LIFE LARGE.
You did that, Suzanne. We loved you for it.
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